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Esteemed Colleagues,

Following founding Editor Prof. Dilek Arman MD, we have completed our
second year as the second Editor and Editorial Board of the Mediterranean
Journal of Infection, Microbes and Antimicrobials (MJ/IMA), official publication
of the Turkish Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases
(EKMUD).

In this editorial, | would like to share some information about MJIMA (www.
mjima.org) and to make a few additional requests.

In November 2015, Prof. Ozlem Kandemir MD, Professor Yasar Bayindir MD,
Prof. Sedat Kaygusuz MD, Prof. Hasan Ugmak MD, Assoc. Prof. Selcuk Kaya MD,
and Assoc. Prof. Ediz Tutlinci MD, and myself began to serve as the Editorial
Board of our open-access journal, which was founded with the primary aim of
contributing to the field of Infectious Diseases and Clinical Microbiology. Prof.
Hasan Ugmak left the board in November 2016.

Our accomplishments of the editorial board in these two years can be briefly
summarized as follows:

i) We organized the transition from the ‘emanuscript” system of Bilimsel Tip
Publishing House to the Thomson Reuters ScholarOne system as the journal’s
manuscript submission/evaluation system.We adapted to the new system.

i) We reviewed the journal’s instructions to authors in 2016. The most
important change we made was not requiring fully comply with the journal’s
instructions at first submission. This year we revised the instructions to
authors once more and increased the variety of article types.

iii) We updated the journal’s website.We managed the transition from Bilimsel
Tip Publishing House to Galenos Publishing House.

iv) MJIMA has been added to the journals included in the EndNote program,
one of the world’s leading reference editing systems.

v) We regularly announced the names of authors whose papers were accepted
for publication in the journal EKMUD's e-mail list and Facebook page.

vi) We organized the MJIMA session at EKMUD 2016 annual congress. We
selected the best research article published in 2015 and the article was
presented at the MJIMA session: Evaluation of HIV Infection and Tuberculosis
Concomitance; Behice KURTARAN, Selcuk NAZIK, Aslihan ULU, Ayse Seza INAL,
Siiheyla KOMUR, Ferit KUSCU, Hasan Salih Zeki AKSU, Yesim TASOVA (Mediterr
J Infect Microb Antimicrob 2015 4 :4).

vii) We also organized a MJIMA session in the 2017 Scientific Platform. The
best research article published in 2016 was chosen and presented at the

MJIMA session: Basak KAYHAN, Uner KAYABAS, Servet KOLGELIER, Baris OTLU,
Mehmet GUL, Elcin Latife KURTOGLU, Yasar BAYINDIR; Mystery of Immune
Response in Relapsed Brucellosis: Inmunophenotyping and Multiple Cytokine
Analysis (Mediterr J Infect Microb Antimicrob 2016 5:2).

viii) We managed peer review process of congress presentations/abstracts in
2016 and 2017,and we also published them as supplements.

ix) Our Editorial Board and Galenos Publishing House work together for a
major development, we have started translating accepted Turkish articles
into English with the support of the Society and publishing them in both
languages.

X) At the end of 2015, MIIMA was indexed in “Google Scholar”. In the two
years since then, we have also been included in the Web of Science-Emerging
Sources Citation Index (ESCI), Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), Index
Copernicus, Root Indexing, CINAHL Complete, Proquest, and TurkMedline. In
other words,MJIMA is now indexed in many international indices except SCI-E.
If scientific journals are ranked in a performance payment/academic promotion
system as a) SCI-E journals, b) journals included in other international indices,
and c) national journals, then MJIMA is now in the b category.We are currently
in the review stage for inclusion in the major index Embase. Within the next
two years, we also plan on applying to Scopus and PubMed.

MIJIMA accepts articles written in English and Turkish. The first round of
evaluation lasts an average of 42 days. A key conceptual difference between
MJIMA and other journals in Turkey is that accepted articles are provisionally
published within one week with the article’s address and DOI (digital object
identifier) number. Accepted articles are published on internet in an average
of 102 days after submission.

In the last 2 years, 74 articles were submitted to MJIMA for publication. Of
those, 30 were published in the last 2 years.The manuscripts submitted to our
journal were evaluated by at least 3 referees, with a median of 4 (minimum
3, maximum 9 referees). They were evaluated with the valuable contributions
of a total of 115 of our colleagues (19 from outside Turkey). At the end of the
review process, 51.8% of the articles were accepted for publication; while
there are 28 articles currently being evaluated.

The success of scientific journals is dependent on many factors. These include
the number of submitted manuscripts (one of the most important steps until
the journal becomes included in major indexes), the peer review process
(increasing the quality of submissions through a robust refereeing and
editorial process),and fast, high-quality publishing. Furthermore, citations are
also important for entering the indexes and increasing their impact/influence
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factors, which are overall quality measures. Considering examples from
abroad, when you are able to accomplish these, success is bound to follow.
Our Editorial Board and Galenos Publishing House are also striving together
to increase the tempo of our journal.

| would like to individually thank the Associate Editors who dedicated their
precious time to the journal in addition to their professional and family
obligations--Prof. Ozlem Kandemir MD, Prof. Yasar Bayindir MD, Assoc. Prof.
Selcuk Kaya MD, Assoc. Prof. Ediz Tiitlincii MD, and Prof. Sedat Kaygusuz
MD--as well as the 115 colleagues from Turkey and abroad who reviewed
submissions during this two-year period. | cannot name all of those referees,
but at the end of this editorial you can find the complete list of their names.

Beyond all of these efforts, as the Editorial Board we make the following
requests from EKMUD community in order to ensure the continuing
advancement of our journal:

i) Submit your manuscripts for publication in MIIMA.

ii) As the Editorial Board, we are particularly interested in unpublished trainee
theses done in your departments.

iii) Updates to book chapters can be evaluated as reviews.

iv) Every scientific journal needs manuscripts to thrive and needs citations to
enter international indexes. Especially in SCI-E publications, take care to cite
studies from our country, including those published in MJIMA.

For their tireless efforts and support, | would like to thank all of the authors
who have submitted their articles to the journal, the referees, the Editorial
Board,the EKMUD Administrative Board, Galenos team members Hatice Balta
and Burak Sever, and Galenos Publishing House, all of which has realized
every step in bringing MJ/IMA to you over the last two years.

Referees who participated in the MJIMA review process in 2016-2017 (in alphabetical order by surname)

Oznur Ak Haluk Erdogan

Ayhan Akbulut Hilal Ermig

Hayrettin Akdeniz Serpil Erol

Firdevs Aksoy Yasemin Ersoy

Nazlim Aktugdemir Glilden Ersoz

Deniz Akyol Omer Faruk Kékoglu
Emine Alp Tristan Ferry

Yesim Alpay Sami Fidan

Ozlem Altuntas Aydin Italo Francesco Angelilo
Bilgin Arda Massimiliano Galdiero
Sabri Atalay Serap Genger

Ali Ayadi Deniz Gokengin
Alberta Azzi Hasan Tahsin Gozdag
Yasar Bayindir Serdar Giil

Nurcan Baykam Sibel Giindes

Hiirrem Bodur
Cemal Bulut

Rahmet Giiner
Naima Hammami

Aslihan Candevir Ulu imran Hasanoglu
Salih Cesur Kenan Hizel
Mustafa Cihangiroglu Tahir Hussain
Yasemin Cag Dilara inan
Sebnem Calik ilker inanc Balkan
Giiven Celebi Ayse inci

ithami Celik Mine Kadioglu Duman
Murat Dizbay Ozlem Kandemir
Gorana Dragovac 0duz Karabay
Mario Eandi Aynur Karadenizli
Amani EL Kholy Ergenekon Karagoz
Nazif Elalds ilkay Karaoglan

Hasan Karsen Saeed Shoja
Selcuk Kaya Fatma Sirmatel
Sedat Kaygusuz Hilal Sipahi

Uqur Kostakoglu Oguz Resat Sipahi
iftihar Koksal Marie Studahl
Vicdan Koksaldi Motor Seniha Senbayrak
Siheyla Kémiir Alper Sener
Hayat Kumbasar Meltem Tagbakan
Behice Kurtaran Sezai Tasbakan
Ferit Kugcu ELif Tikenmez Tigin
Hakan Leblebicioglu Necla Tulek
Sebastiano Leone Ozlem Tunger
Gokhan Metan Tuba Turung
Birgiil Mete Ediz Tiitincu
Dilek Metin ilker Uckay
Litfiye Miilazimoglu Hasan Ugmak
Arzu Nazli-Zeka Aysegil Ulu Kilig
Ugur Onal Haluk Vahabodgjlu
Resat Ozaras Ayse Willke Topgu

Davut Ozdemir

Jamal Wadi al Ramahi

Ziilal Ozkurt Dilek Yagci Caglayik
Recep Ozturk Tansu Yamazhan
Pasquale Pagliano Mucahit Yemigen
Edmond Puca Funda Yetkin

Hiisnii Pullukgu Meltem Yetkin
Poornima Ramanan Ali Yilmaz

Fuat Saner Mesut Yilmaz
Tugba Sari Giirdal Yilmaz

Derya Seyman





